
Pastels Collection (the Assignment) – Grade 11-12 

This assignment consists of 3 parts: 

• Part 1: technical foundations – whole class (May 5th) 
• Part 2: The “Common Piece” (fruit/object) – Mastering colour theory with fruit 

drawings (May 6th) 
• Part 3: Free Reign / Optional Projects (studio time – 4-5 hours) (May 7th and 

following week) 

Part 1: Technical Foundations 

These videos cover the essential "vocabulary" of oil 
pastels. The first link is particularly good for a 
classroom setting because it is concise and clearly 
demonstrates different mark-making styles. 

• 10 Oil Pastel Techniques (Sakura of America) – 
A quick, high-energy overview of layering, 
blending, and sgraffito. 

Part 2: The "Common Piece" (Fruit/Object) 

These tutorials focus on building volume and realistic 
color depth using a single subject, which is perfect for a 
guided class activity. 

• Mastering Color Theory with Fruit Drawings – This is great for senior students 
because it pushes them to think about color relationships rather than just "coloring 
in" the fruit. 

Part 3: Free Reign / Optional Projects (studio time – 4-5 hours) 

You will have 4-5 class periods to work on optional projects using oil pastels. You are 
expected to engage in at least 2 unique projects (ex: not just two of one type of project) in 
addition to those in parts 1 and 2. Below are a list of optional projects to choose from. Feel 
free to pick from these or find additional projects of your own choosing. 

• Impressionist Landscape Style – This video uses the "Rule of 3s" and shows how 
to apply oil pastels in a more painterly, expressive way. 

• Complete Guide to Blending and Textures – Ideal for students who choose the 
"Macro" or "Texture" project, as it goes deep into how to achieve specific finishes. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jm6wo-8rJD0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9c_jJpV8WNE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0OWNTRUazEA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ye4w_2IAi84


For the "free reign" portion of your unit, providing a menu of options allows students to play 
to their strengths while still applying the technical skills from Phase 1. 

Here is a categorized list of project options with YouTube tutorials they can follow for 
inspiration or step-by-step guidance: 

1. Landscapes & Atmospheric Perspective 

• Impressionist soft pastel landscape 

• Forest Fog & Depth – Focuses on atmospheric perspective, showing how to use 
lighter, cooler tones to make trees recede into the distance. 

• Simple landscape using painters tape to block pastel 

• Blending sunset colours – cliff silhouette 

• Simple sunset with pastels 

• Simple sunset with painters tape 

2. Reductive & Sgraffito (Scratch-Away) 

• Stylized Floral Scratch-Art – A project-specific look at using tools like toothpicks or 
palette knives to create intricate patterns through dark top layers. 

o This video is no longer available 

• Scraffito scratch art (zentangle style) 

• Basic Scraffito 

• Various scraffito videos to follow along with 

3. Advanced Still Life & Fruit 

• Realistic Sliced Citrus – Focuses on the translucency of fruit and how to capture 
the "pulp" texture using heavy pressure. 

• Deep-Tone Grapes or Cherries – Excellent for teaching students how to use dark 
purples and blues instead of black to create shadows in "wet-looking" subjects. 

4. Northern Lights 

• Rainbow of northern lights – easy one 

• Northern lights 2.0 

• Northern lights 3.0 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ZFrb9u9moQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_7oBoPrbBtw
https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?q=For%20Landscapes%20&mid=1C8452299D361FD1E6281C8452299D361FD1E628&ajaxhist=0
https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?q=For%20Landscapes%20&mid=1BD43A3DEB24E7D067CE1BD43A3DEB24E7D067CE&ajaxhist=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p8h9rnWI91w
https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?q=For%20Landscapes%20&mid=B1FDA37E7637B4BBEA2AB1FDA37E7637B4BBEA2A&ajaxhist=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z7nQG29B854
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8FbOOpTrwxY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mG9XYC-wdTk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IDb6HH8RLmA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PEhy6n8X1Fg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DWjm52esGhw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E_4ZogDUl0w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=umgBr0lBu4g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AkphIjSlsOE


5. Additional project areas (could be abstract, pointillism, perspective, colour 
expression etc.) 


