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Name: __________________________ Hour: ____  Date: ______
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YEFUiuJd9RI
The Odyssey   Exam Preparation – Short Answer Essay Questions 
Note ONE of these questions WILL be on the exam.

As you watch and listen to “Clash of the Gods – Odysseus: Curse of the Sea 
and Warrior’s Revenge”, think about Odysseus adventures 
and answer the questions below.  
1.  Why was Odysseus originally called away from home? 
Why do you think he was willing to take on this challenge despite the risks involved?

2. What are three words you would use to describe Odysseus? Do you think he meets the definition of a hero? 

3. At several points in the epic, Odysseus’ men let their guards down and pay a steep price. 
What is an example of this (significant moment)? 

4. How did Odysseus and his men end up in a confrontation with the one-eyed Cyclops? 
What were the most important decisions they made in order to survive this experience (significant moments)?

5. Why do you think Penelope remained loyal to Odysseus even though she did not know when he would return? 
What were some of the things she did to trick her suitors?

6. Throughout “The Odyssey”, the hero and his men face many temptations. What is an example of one of these temptations, and how did it affect the men on their journey (significant moments)? 

7. What do you think were the three most important decisions made by Odysseus in the epic? 
How did these decisions help him survive (significant moments)?

8. Why do you think The Odyssey is still considered one of the world’s finest works of literature?
*Please see the rubric on the back for how you will be scored on this assignment.
	Social Studies Critical Thinking Response Rubric

	Name:                                                               Date:

	Assignment:

	Knowledge and Understanding
	The assignment shows very little understanding of the concepts from class.  A basic form of learning is shown with little to no personal understanding shared in the written work.
	
	
	The writing shows very strong understanding of the concepts covered in the lesson.  The students not only shares the facts from class but also shows understanding by using original wording and examples.

	Research and communication
	The assignment only reflects the facts shared in class and little effort has been given to share the writers personal thoughts.
	
	
	The assignment shows strong evidence of research of the facts covered in class.  The facts from class are not only represented but are also added to through personal written sharing.

	Critical Thinking and Citizenship
	The assignment does not show evidence of personal consideration.  The student needs to think about how the event affects the people involved and the world around it in order to gain a greater understanding.
	
	
	The assignment shows great evidence that the student has personally considered the concepts of the assignment.  This likely includes sharing different viewpoints, discussing relationships, what if’s, examples, suggestions for the future, and more.

	Total
	                   /12

	Notes:




