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True/False
1. __________ - There has only been one official coalition government at the federal level in Canada.
2. __________ - in 2008 there was a coalition government formed.
3. __________ - the only province in Western Canada to never have a coalition govenrment is Manitoba
4. __________ - a minority government is one where the winning party is mostly made up of mp’s that are considered part of a cultural minority
5. __________ - Justin Trudeau proposed a coalition with the NDP in 1980.


Fill-in-the-blanks
1. In 2008 the ______________ and ________________ drew up an agreement for a coalition government.
2. Recently in the news it was announced that ___________________ of the ________________ party said he would absolutely consider a coalition government with the ____________________ if the torries (Conservative party) were to win a minority government.
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Aside from the Union Government in World War I, there has never been a
coalition government formed at the federal-level in Canada in the 20" and now 21*
centuries.' But they have been considered.

In 2008, Canada came close, with the Liberals and New Democrats drawing-up an
agreement to form a coalition government with a written commitment of legislative
support from the Bloc Québécois. The prorogation of the Canadian parliament followed
by a different budget from the Conservative government, combined with the
overconfidence in the inevitability of their electoral success on the part of the Liberal
team surrounding incoming leader Michael Ignatieff, scuttled the deal.

In 1980, Liberal Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau proposed a coalition with the

NDP. While the Liberal Party had won a majority of seats in the House of Commons, it
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had failed to win seats in Western Canada, so this coalition was proposed so as to ensure
a truly national government (Christian, 2011).>

At the provincial-level in Canada, there were coalition governments in Manitoba
from 1931 until 1950 (Press, 2008)." British Columbia saw a coalition government
between the Liberals and Conservatives for a decade beginning in 1931. Ontario had a
Liberal-NDP coalition government from 1985-1987. And Saskatchewan had an NDP-
Liberal coalition from 1999 to 2003.

It seems that it is only a matter of time before a coalition government is formed at
the federal-level and yet political parties, academe, media and the public have not been
engaged in any coordinated examination of what may be involved in forming a coalition

government.




