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Genre: Contemporary Realistic Fiction based on a true story
Setting:  The Sudan in 1985 and 2008; later the United States
Summary: Newbery Medalist, Linda Sue Park tells the incredible story of the genocide in Darfur, Sudan from two completely different perspectives. Nya is an eleven year old girl from the Nuer tribe. Every morning she must walk four hours with a large empty plastic container to a pond of water, fill it up and walk back home with a container now filled with water.  Salva is an eleven year old boy from the Dinka tribe who is suddenly torn from his family and forced to flee his country. Park successfully juxtaposes these lives and opens a window to the terrible story of Sudan.
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Similar Books or Similar Themes:

Brothers in hope : the story of the Lost Boys of Sudan by Mary Williams.
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Discussion Questions (Please include 4-6 questions)

1. How do Americans take for granted the availability of clean water to drink? How did reading this book make you feel about being careless with our water supply? Will you change any of your habits that may waste water?

2. Compare the chores you have to do at home with what Nya had to do to keep her family alive. Do you think you could do what Nya had to do?

3. If you were forcibly separated from your parents as Salva was, how would you stay strong and survive?

4. Does reading a book based on a person’s true life help you understand how other people in this world suffer and overcome great hardships? How will this understanding encourage you to do more to make our world a better place to live for all people?

5. Salva was able to recognize the Dinka by the markings on their foreheads even though they may not have been from his own tribe. How do you recognize people that you feel a part of? By the way they dress? By the way the style their hair? By the way they talk?

6. Would you be willing to be stung many times by honey bees just to get some honey to eat?
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Video from Linda Sue Park describing the book 
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Language Arts :

Listening and Speaking

After watching the dvd God Grew Tired of Us (National Geographic Films and Lost Boys of Sudan Inc. production of a film by Christopher Quinn and Tommy Walker), prepare a 5 minute oral presentation that explains what you learned and whether it will make a difference in how you behave toward people different that you.

[Standard Indicators: 6.7.1, 6.7.2, 6.7.4, 6.7.5, 6.7.7, 6.7.8, 6.7.9, 6.7.10, 6.7.11, 6.7.12, 6.7.13,

6.7.14, 6.7.16]

[Standard Indicators: 7.7.1, 7.7.3, 7.7.4, 7.7.5, 7.7.7, 7.7.9, 7.7.10, 7.7.11]

[Standard Indicators: 8.7.1, 8.7.2, 8.7.3, 8.7.8, 8.7.9, 8.7.10, 8.7.11, 8.7.12, 8.7.13, 8.7.15]

Social Studies :

Geography: Maps and Globes
Create a map of the area in Africa in which this story takes place. Track the 1000 mile journey that Salva Dut made.

[Standard Indicators: 6.3.1, 6.3.2, 6.3.3, 6.3.7]

[Standard Indicators: 7.3.1, 7.3.2, 7.3.4, 7.3.6]

[Standard Indicators: 8.3.2, 8.3.3, 8.3.7, 8.3.10]

Challenging Words

p. 14 smudge /[smuhj] noun, verb (used with object)

1. a dirty mark or smear.


2. a smeary state.


3. a stifling smoke.


5. to mark with dirty streaks or smears.


6. to fill with smudge, as to drive away insects or protect fruit trees from frost.

p. 20 sorghum [sorghum] noun

1. a cereal grass, Sorghum bicolor  (or S. vulgare ), having broad, cornlike leaves and a tall, pithy stem bearing the grain in a dense terminal cluster.


2. the syrup made from sorgo.

p. 23 sluggishly [sluhg-ish]  adjective

1. indisposed to action or exertion; lacking in energy; lazy; indolent: a sluggish disposition.

2. not acting or working with full vigor, as bodily organs: a sluggish liver.

3. slow to act or respond: a sluggish car engine.
p. 54 tamarind [tam-uh-rind] noun

1. the pod of a large, tropical tree, Tamarindus indica,  of the legume family, containing seeds enclosed in a juicy acid pulp that is used in beverages and food.


2. the tree itself.
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