ek 1-Day 1

A description should include carefully chosen, precise
words 1o help your readers picture the topic.

Read this news article about a fire. Then read the revision. Underline the
words in the revision that give a more accurate description of the event.

Fire at Factory

Late last night, some emergency vehicles went to a fire at the Sweets
Candy Factory on Main Street. A call came into the fire station late. The
caller smelled something and thought that there might be something wrong
at the factory. Within minutes, people arrived at the factory. Flames were
coming from windows as smoke rose from the roof. People went into the
building. Other people aimed hoses at the roof of the big building. Because
the night was cold, ice began to cover the sidewalk. People fell as they tried
to put out the fire. When it was finally over, there wasn’'t much left. However,
the owners of the factory plan to begin rebuilding in a few months.

Candy Factory Consumed by Biaze

Late last night, five fire trucks and one ambulance sped to a raging
fire at the Sweets Candy Factory on Main Street. A call came into the fire
station just after midnight. The worried caller smelled burning chocolate
and thought there might be a fire at the factory. Within minutes, firefighters
and other emergency workers arrived at the factory. Huge yellow flames
were shooting from windows as thick biack smoke curled from the roof.
Firefighters rushed into the brick building. More firefighters aimed
enormous hoses at the roof of the five-story building. Because the
temperature was below zero, ice began o cover the sidewalk. Firefighters
slipped and fell as they scrambled to put out the inferno. When it was
finally over, nothing remained but charred, crumbling ruins. However,

the owners of the factory plan to begin rebuilding in June.




Name:

eek 1-Day 2

Make your descriptions precise by using specific
adjectives instead of vague ones.

A. Read this journal entry. Then:

e Circle the commas after introductory words and phrases.
e Underline any adjectives that seem vague or boring to you.

Thursday, March 4 — This morning, the weather was cold and rainy.

I wore an old raincoat but carried a nice umbrelia as I walked to the bus
stop. Under a big tree, a group of unhappy kids stood waiting for the bus.
I joined them under the free.

Eventually, the bus arrived. T climbed the steps and sat down on a bad
seat hext to a nice girl from my street. She was wearing a raincoat, Too, but
she had still gotten soaking wet. Her nice hair was dripping all over her
books. Suddenly, I realized how wet T was, tool Water had dripped down my
back, and my good sneakers squished when I stood up to get of f the bus,
Of course, the rain stopped as soon as we were inside the school building.

I had fo spend the rest of the day in cold, wet shoesl

B. List some descriptive adjectives or phrases that the writer could
have used to better describe the following objects or people in
the journal entry.

1. raincoat

umbrella

tree

kids

bus seat

giri

hair

® N o o~ W

sheakers




Name: Vealt 10

ay 3

‘Word Choose specific nouns and adjectives to make your
> Ehelee - descriptions more precise.

Read this description of a person. Then:

= Replace the vague adjectives and general nouns with better words
that could provide a more accurate description.

* Add commas after introductory words or phrases.

My Aunt Nora

Last week Aunt Nora arrived at our house for a family dinner. She was
wearing a bright jacket and skirt. Everyone who meets Aunt Nora notices
her clothes and her jewelry. For example she always wears necklaces and
stuff. She also wears crazy shoes, and her pretty hair is usually hidden
under a hat decorated with different things. My mom says that Aunt Nora
likes to make a “fashion statement” wherever she goes.

AT the dinner table Aunt Nora passed around one of her famous

casseroles. It smelled good, but I couldn’t tell exactly what was in it. T was

afraid it might be something gross! Unfortunately Aunt Nora always brings
a “casserocle surprise” to family dinners.

Aunt Nora chatted all through dinner, just like she does at every meal.
She talked about things in her unusual voice and waved her hands to show
off her colored fingernails. One thing is for sure — Aunt Nora is never

boring. In fact she is my favorite aunt!




MName:

A. Use these questions to help you plan a descriptive paragraph about

B. Trade papers with a partner. Have your partner circle any vague

Jeek 1 -

Choose specific nouns and adjectives to make your
descriptions more precise.

one of your favorite people. Be sure to use vivid adjectives and precise
nouns in your answers.

Who is this person?

How would you describe his or her personality?

What is the first thing that someone would notice about this person?

How would you describe this person’s appearance?

What kind of clothes does this person wear?

What is the most important thing you want your reader to know about this person?

Why is this person one of your favorite people?

adjectives or general nouns you may have used. Then replace them
with more precise words.




to.introdiice or réview the writing trait.

Week 1+ Day 1

Read the rule Qloud Then gulde students thI‘Ough the A dascripton shouid include carsfully chosen, precise
o ot : words to help your readers picture the topic.

cHvItyL
e Have students read the draft. Ask: Do the words in

Rend this news article about o fire. Then read the revision, Undesline the

this article give precise, specific details? If students
think so, ask: What kind of emergency vehicles went
to the fire? How many? (not specified)

Have students read the revision. Call attention
to the first sentence and have students underline
the phrase that tells how many and what kind
of emergency vehicles there were. Then have
students work independently to underline the
other specific words and phrases that were added
to the article. Afterward, go over the answers,
having students identify the words in the draft
that were replaced in the revision.

Convention: Point out the comma after “Late
last night” at the beginning of the article. Explain:
The comma separates this phrase from the rest of the
sentence. Help students find the commas after the
other introductory words or phrases in the article.
(Within minutes, However) You may also want
to point out the commas after the dependent
clauses. (“Because the temperature...” and “When
it was finally over...")

Read the rule aloud. Say: Vague words, such as nice or
bad, don’t give your reader enough information. Then
guide students through the activities.

* Activity A: After students read the entry, say:

- The events are easy to follow, but a lot of the details
aren’t very clear. For example, the writer describes
the raincoat as old, but does that give you enough to
picture it? Have students underline other adjectives
that they think could be more specific.

Convention: Say: A comma after an introductory
word or phrase is not always necessary, but sometimes
it helps the reader. Have students circle the commas.

Activity B: Use the first word to model completing
the activity. Ask: What better, more specific words
could we use to describe a raincoat? How old is it?
What makes it look old? After students complete

the activity, ask volunteers to share their answers.
Make sure students haven't replaced vague words
with other vague words. (e.g., cool, interesting)

words in the revision that give a more accurate description of the event.

Fire at Factery

Late lost night. soma emergency vehicles went a a fire of the Sweess
Candy Factory on Main Street, A call came inte the fire station late, The
caller smelled somathing and thought that there might be something wrong
af the foctory. Within minutes, peeple arrived of the factory. Flames wers
caming from windews os smoke rose fram fhe reof. Peaple want inte the
building, Othar peapls gited hoses af the roof of the big biskding. Becalse
tha night was cold, ica bagan to cover tha sidewalk. People fall as they tried
o put out tha fire, When it was finally ovar, thera wasn't much Jaft. However,
the ownars of the factory plon o begin rebuilding n o few manths,

Candy Factory Consumed by Blaze

Lata fast nigh{7Yfiva fire frucks and ana ombulance sped toa raging
fire at the Sweats Candy Factory on Main Street. A call came into the fire

station just after midnight. The werried caller smelled burning chocalate
and thought thera might be g fire at tha factary. Within mml.lTE&[r‘Eflghfer‘s

and other amergency workers arrived at the factary, Huge yellow flames
ware shooting from windows as thick black smeke curled fram the roof.

Firefighters rushad fnta the brick building, Mere firefighters cimed
anarmous hoses ot the reof of the five-story building. Because the

‘Femparatura was below Zero, ice begon 1o cover the sidawaik, Firefighters
slipped and feil as they scrambled %o put out tha inferns. When it was
finally aver, hothing remained but charred, crumbling ruins, Huweveo
the awnars of the factory plan to begin rebuilding In June,

Week 1 - Day 2

*+ Circle the cormas after introductory words and phiases.
+ Underline any adjectives that seemn vague or boring {o you.

Thursday, March 4 — This morningTfhe weather was cold and rafay,

T wore an old rainceat but carried 4 pice umbralla o¢ T walked to the bus
stop. Under a big tree, a group of unheppy kids stood waiting for the bus,
I joined them Under the tree.

Eventualigrythe bus arrived. I climbed the steps and sat dawn on o bad
seat next to a nice girt from my street. She was wearing a raincoat, tog, bt
sha had stiil gatten soaking wet. Her nice hair was dripping al over her
books. 5uddenJG regiized howywet I was, toe! Water had drippad down my
back, and my good sheakers squished whan T stood up to get off the bus,
of cwrsaTha rain stapped s saon as we were inside the sthool building,

I had to spend the rest of the day in cold, wat shoes!

E. List some descriptive adjectives or phrases that the writer could
have used to better describe the following objects or people in

the journal entry. Somple Answers:

. raincoat yellow. dirty, rogged o
. umbretla ered, rainhow-colared, bright ora|

. tree giant maple e —
. kits cold, tired. grumpy

. bus eat _lumpy, ripped. full of holes -
. girl friandly, in ighth grade

" hair Jong. eurly, biack

. sneakars brand new, white




NAS: e Weelt €+ Day 3

‘Wn.m Choose specific nouns and adjectives 10 make your
Shedea © descriptions more precise.

Read this description of a person. Then:

* Replace the vague adiectives und genaral nouns with better words
that could provide o mare accurate description,

+ Add commas after introductory words or phrases.

Sampla Answers: My Aunt Nara

Last week,Auat Mora arrived at our house for o fomily disner. She was
hot pink?

wearing o brvAgM- Jockat and siirt. Everyane whe meets Aust Naro notices

her clothes and her jawelry. For Ekah\pl%hﬂ always wears necklaces and
big sparkly rings painty pink pumps? Jong silver
S

She ats e , and hi #air i usually hidd
ot afso wear: -rm.-Khaeo er ly hidden

cherries and plastic {lowers
under o hat decorated with s 'y . My mom says that Aunt Nora

fikas to make o “fashion statement” wherever she goes.

At the dihner tabigyAunt Noro passed around ene of her famous
casserales. I szlﬁeds ! L but T coukdn'? telf exactly what was in #t. T was
afraid it might bem Unfnrmnarelﬁum‘ Mora always brings
o "casserole syrprise” to family dinners,

Aunt Nora chasted all through dinner, just like she does at every maal,

politics and art  high-pitched
She falked about mw: in her m'r%u*vm:e and waved her hands to shaw

orescen:
ufrjll!ler so%mff%%p%%s, Ona thing is for sure — Aunt Mara (s never

baring, In fcc},\she is my favorite aunt!

Name: Weak 1 - Bay 4

" Choose specific nouns and adjectives to make your
descriptions more preclse.

A, Use these questions (o help you plan a descriptive paragraph about
one of your fnvorite people. Be sure 1a use vivid adjectives and precise
nouns in your answers.  Sample Answers:

Who s this person? tiy big sister
How would you deseribe his or her personality? outgeing, daring, fun to be with,

What Is the first thing that someone wauld notice about this persen? .

_her long, straight bland hair

What kind of clothes daes this person wear? _jeang, flip flops. T-shirts

What Is the most important thing you Want your reader to know about this persen?

She's aiways ready to try something naw and crazy.

Why is this person ane of your faverite peaple? _She’s  lat of fun, and we hove
_tany adventures fogather

B. Trade popers with a partner. Have your partner circle any vague
adjectives or general nouns you may have used. Then replace them
with mare preclse words,

Read the rule aloud. Say: When we talk to our friends,
we often use general nouns such as things and stuff but
precise nouns are better to use in writing because they are
more interesting and they tell the reader more, Then guide
students through the activity.

* Have students read the description. To model the
activity, say: Look at the word bright in the second
sentence. What does that mean? How was the jacket
bright? Was it sparkly? A bright color? What color?

¢ Convention: Remind students that we often use
a comma after an introductory word or phrase
because it makes our sentences easier to read.
Have students complete the activity.

* Have volunteers read aloud their revised
descriptions. Discuss how each student’s choice
of words made the revision tell more about Aunt
Nora. Check to be sure that students inserted
commas in the correct places.

Review the rule. Then guide students through the
activities.

» Activity A: To help students choose a subject,
ask: Who are some of your favorite people? What
makes them special? Who would be fun to write
about? Have students answer the questions,
Circulate to assist as necessary, reminding
students to be precise and descriptive.

= Activity B: Have students exchange papers.
Say: Read your partner’s answers to the questions.
Do you see any vague adjectives or general nouns?
Do you have any more questions about the person
being described? Have students’ partners discuss
the vague adjectives and general nouns and offer
suggestions about how to make them specific.

/@

= Write a description of one of your favorite people.
Use precise nouns and vivid adjectives.

Writing Prompt... ... ... ..

® Be sure lo use a comma after introductory words
and phrases.




